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Abstract

Processing statistical files produced by STATA or SPSS are used for the documentation
of research data. They contain information about the variables, explicitly variable name and
label, as well as the response scales. But foremost the statistical files contain the data. So,
besides the general metadata documentation also frequency tables, summary statistics or
cross tables are created for documentation purposes based on the files.
In order to enhance and automate the documentation process for archiving research data, I
created an architecture based on R, exposed as generic REST API, partially based on the
DDIwithR package. In the presentation I will describe the general architecture, how it is
integrated into the DDI documentation process within the GESIS questionnaire editor. The
process consists of

- Reading the statistical file to connect questions in the questionnaire editor with variable
metadata and store it in DDI LC 3.2

- Generating statistical information such as summary statistics and store it as variable statis-
tics in DDI.
- Furthermore, the package is technically able to give access to the actual data for direct us-
age in R, without downloading the SPSS/STATA file, either the complete dataset or singled
out variables via PIDs.
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